Doc format supports pages with vertically aligned text.  This line is centered vertically.
The .doc format can vertically align text on a page. LibreOffice cannot do this, and the setting was lost when LibreOffice saved the .doc.

SPRM 12314 (0x301A) is the .doc setting code to manage a page's vertical alignment.  0=Top, 1=Center, 2=Justify, 3=Bottom. 

Writer and .docx have the ability to vertically align text in a frame.  Apparently the .doc format cannot handle this.  When Word 2013, Word 2003, or Writer save a frame with vertically centered text in .doc format, the centering is lost.

Summary:

doc:
page vertical alignment only.  no frame vertical alignment.  No Writer support

docx:
page vertical alignment.  frame vertical alignment. Writer support for frame only.

Tasks:

-preserve page vertical setting in .doc format in Writer  (import and export).

-preserve page vertical setting in .docx format in Writer  (import and export).

-display properly documents created by Word

-potentially add the capability to CREATE vertically adjusted pages in Writer

This page is vertically bottom aligned.

This page is justified.
Edge cases would be one or two paragraph pages.

Justification is a strange page-vertical setting.

It makes sense to implement it, but who uses it?

Textboxes in Word / .doc do not have the ability to have the text be vertically aligned.

Frames could cause trouble with vertical alignment.  There will be an issue of wrapping that is not taking into consideration by the normal page layout which doesn't know anything about vertical page alignment.  The normal writer layout flow takes care of deciding what fits on a page or not.  I want to come after this, see if there is vertical layout specified, and then increase the before space appropriately.  This won't affect page layout, just the placement on text on the screen.  So in a simple document, there shouldn't be any considerations to worry about.  And regardless, if the document is designed in Word with frames, the text ought to fit nicely with whatever happens to be on that page anyway.  Anyway, the test is to see what happens if frames or other objects are placed on the page.  What happens to the vertical alignment then?

In Word 2003, it doesn't work properly anyway.  The text is "wrapped" as if it was "top aligned", and then moved down - which is exactly what I was planning to do in Writer.
How should centering be affected by objects like text frames?  Ignore all the floating stuff?  Or center in the remaining space?

Textbox











